
 
Minutes of the Reach Neighbourhood Plan Project Group meeting held on Wednes-
day 13th November 2019 

Attendance: 
Nick Acklam (Chair) Present 
Charlotte Cane Not present 
Penny Greenhill Present 
Jo Riches  Not present 
Sarah Phipps-Rhodes Not present 
Catherine Gibson Present 
Diana Ward  Not present 
Jon Dunnett  Present 

Apologies for absence received and approved.  

1. Minutes from the last meeting all approved as read.  

2. PROJECT UPDATES 
• The Group had agreed on the appointment of the landscape architect Alis-
on Farmer and this had been approved by the Parish Council. Nick to organ-
ise a meeting for the Group with Alison and Ian Poole.  He also plans to stay 
in contact with Lucy Bachelor-Wylam who narrowly missed out on the ap-
pointment but is conducting the landscape appraisal for Swaffham Bulbeck-
NP. 

• When the draft NP Questionnaire is a bit more polished we will ask Ian 
Poole for a view. 

• The AECOM design code: Nick has been looking at the one they did for Ass-
ington in Suffolk. It strays into landscape appraisal and is rather unfocused.  
We will need give them a clear requirement focused on building materials/
design/height, etc. 

3. NP VILLAGE SURVEY 
Nick had prepared a draft questionnaire for Reach residents amended to re-
flect the comments of Group members.  The group agreed that the survey 



should be open everyone over the age of 16 (a forum will be organised to 
gather the views of younger residents). Responses will help to produce a 
plan to accurately reflect how Reach community wants the village to devel-
op. We need to communicate with residents to explain just how important 
this survey will be in the formation of a Neighbourhood Plan.  
Penny agreed to help Nick collate the survey when all the responses are in. 

• For resource reasons and to prevent responses from non residents or mul-
tiple returns, it was agreed that the survey should be hard copy only (no on-
line access). It will be delivered to individuals with instructions for collec-
tion and contact details should residents have queries. The Group discussed 
whether a prize is necessary to encourage residents to fill out the question-
naire. Nick to ask Ian for his opinion as Group members were divided on 
this. The Group hoped that we could conduct the exercise over the Christ-
mas period. 

• Members discussed survey questions: the village’s Vision Statement; Hous-
ing/building design; Landscape (Nick to show the proposed survey to Alison); 
Heritage Assets; Environment and Green Spaces; Renewable Energy; Trans-
port and Communication; Employment in Reach; ‘About You’; and Services 
and Amenities in Reach. 

4. OTHER ISSUES NOT INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT SURVEY 
• Catherine spoke about planting more trees in the village saying several old 
trees had gone. Nick commented that when planting trees views from the 
village should be considered, e.g. those across to Ely cathedral. The survey 
could be used to establish the appetite for tree planting and pond digging 
and other community initiatives. 

• Do we need to involve the Snakehall Trust in our NP? Would they consider 
constructing a pathway to the farm from the village? Nick to visit and dis-
cuss. Penny pointed out that they are essential in maintaining the bus ser-
vice through Reach as several people working there use it. 

• Buses in and out of Cambridge are a problem for students attending fur-
ther education. Nick to raise with Charlotte as she had attended a CCC/
Stagecoach meeting recently. 

• Tourism and Reach. Reach becoming a car park for the Wicken Vision is not 
considered a problem, the village would be a gateway to the area. Group 
members discussed the Dyke’s End pub and how it could be developed as an 
asset to the village. We were unclear about the extent to which the NP 
could assist.  Soundings to be taken of the PC. 

5. Dates of future meetings 
To be arranged. 

If you have any enquiries regarding these minutes please contact Nick Acklam, 
Chair of the Project Group, on 01638 743749 or email acklam@reach-village.co.uk


